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Western works
to improve
parking plight
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com

When Sharon Hartz was a student
at Western unable to find a parking
spot she wished for a faculty and
staff parking permit.
But now she realizes those
permits are “hunting permits”
too, said Hartz, the administrative
assistant to the dean of the College of
Education and Behavior Sciences.
Those with premium and nonpremium faculty and staff permits
on the south end of campus have
fewer places to park this semester.
Almost 100 spots were
permanently lost in the Mimosa
lot because of construction of
the College of Education and
Behavioral Science building, said
Jennifer Tougas, director of parking
and transportation.
The Mimosa lot is located across
from Mass Media and Technology
Hall.
Most of the lost spots were
faculty and staff non-premium
spots, but some were premium
spots, Tougas said.
To help make up for the loss,
22 housing spots were converted to
non-premium faculty and staff spots
in Parking Structure 1. The spots
are located on the ramp between
the third and fourth levels, Tougas
said.
Hartz said she understood
that extra space was needed for
construction.
But some people felt it was unfair
that Mimosa lost all of its premium
spots, she said.
“Many people feel it’s not fair,”
Hartz said. “We paid extra, but
we really haven’t had premium
parking.”
Assistant Psychology Professor
Anthony Paquin said he has mixed
feelings about losing the spots.
Fewer spots means it might take
longer to find a spot or walk to and
from a spot, he said.
“But it’s for our building, so it
benefits us,” said Paquin, who will
teach in the new building.
Associate Journalism Professor
Paula Quinn said she has to get to
campus early to get a closer parking
spot on days she knows she’ll be on
campus late.
She said she’s sometimes on
campus until 1 a.m. and doesn’t
want to walk very far late at night.
Parking and transportation is also
working on four other projects.
Work on an addition to the
University Boulevard lot will be
finished this summer, Tougas said.
It will connect the lot to Normal
Street and add about 200 parking
spaces, she said. Some of the spots
will be for faculty and staff.
The Pearce-Ford lot will be
resurfaced over the summer and
reconfigured for better traffic flow,
Tougas said.
The project will also include
improvements to lighting and
drainage, she said.
Work on the Adams Street lot
is in the design phase and will be
ready in the fall, Tougas said.
Parking and transportation
officials want to combine the lots
in that area, creating about 50 more
all-permit spaces, she said.
The Chestnut Street lot will also
be resurfaced this summer, Tougas
said.

RYAN STONE/Herald

Hodgenville senior Ashley Litsey (left) and Nashville junior Rahwa Mehari get ready before the Martin Luther King Jr. vigil near the Colonnade on Thursday night.
Students walked through campus past recreated scenes from black history. The vigil ended with keynote speakers in Diddle Arena.

PROGRESS IN MOTION
Students participate in MLK Vigil

MAGEN MCCRAREY
diversions@chherald.com
A voice once silenced, but carried
through the decades of American history
has remained prevalent in our society.
That voice is of Martin Luther King
Jr.
The rise of a new voice has empowered
a nation— Barack Obama is evidence of
King’s dream in progress.
A candlelight vigil held in honor of
the nation’s progress began with King’s
speech and ended with Obama’s.
The frigid air didn’t deter a group of

students and professors. Hot chocolate
and coffee met the eager people on a table
in front of the Colonnade.
A huddle of friends began to sing
“Amazing Grace” as they lit candles and
torches one by one. Among the group
was Indianapolis sophomore Josclynn
Brandon. Brandon, a resident assistant at
Pearce-Ford Tower, brought a group of
her friends to join the vigil.
“Last year I don’t remember campus
celebrating black history to this caliber,”
she said.
She believes that everyone needs to
learn more about King, to grow and bond

See VIGIL,

Dance class brings
African culture to the Hill
ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com
In the Western world, dance
is dominated by verticality;
the knees remain straight and
the torso aligns with the rest of
the body. But in Africa, dance
is most powerful when every
muscle, joint and bone in the
body moves simultaneously,
creating abstract art.
Friday, dance master Barbea
Williams brought a piece of
that power to the Hill.
Nathanael Hovee leaned
against the wall in Garrett
Ballroom, snacking on a bag

GET INSIDE THE HERALD

of sliced green apples from
Subway. He wiped the sweat
off his reddened forehead as
he slowly caught his breath.
“African dance is the most
unique [dance] and the most
difficult,” Hovee, a Paintsville
LINDSEY GREER/Herald
sophomore, said.
Hovee, a theater and Barbea Williams, dance instructor from Tucson, Ariz., came
broadcast
double-major, to Western to teach an African dance class for students in
attended the free dance class Garrett Ballroom on Friday.
with his voice and movement
class.
“I was utilizing all parts of
my body. It’s tough, but it’s
a nice break from traditional
Western dance.”
Nathanael Hovee

“African dance is the most unique
[dance] and the most difficult.”

See DANCE,
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ONLINE
Western’s Police Explorer’s traveled to
Gatlinburg on Jan. 31- Feb.1 to compete in the Winterfest competition.

SPORTS PAGE

WHAT’S YOUR
STORY?

YOUR PAPER,
YOUR VOICE

The Herald talks to Nashville sophomore Patrick Morgan . PAGE 6

Editorials, commentaries, letters
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4

page
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NAACP
anniversary
event planned
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
It was 1905. Because of
segregation, the location was a hotel
in Niagara Falls, Ontario, instead
of Niagara Falls, N.Y. Here, 32
blacks led by W.E.B. DuBois met
to discuss Jim Crow laws and other
indignities facing people of color.
They became known as the
Niagara Movement. Within a year,
two social workers, Mary White
Ovington and Henry Moskowitz,
joined the group, as did journalist
William Walling.
See NAACP,

Explorer Trip

DOUBLE-TEAMED
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more as a campus community.
Before the walk began Brandon basked
in the presence of her friends singing “Let
it Rejoice,” in her pink and green Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority jacket.
“I should have worn extra socks,” she
said.
Participants harmonized “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” the black national
anthem, as they began walking, and the
soft drum of feet on the cold cement
grew quiet when they came upon the first
scene.

DUC Devotions
Preacher John McGlone spoke to a
crowd of students outside of Downing
University Center Monday.

WKUHERALD.COM
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TUES. 63o / 58o
WED. 62o / 40o
THURS. 57o / 37o
FRI. 57o / 44o
SAT. 48o / 37o
SUN. 51o / 43o
MON. 54o / 40o
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WHAT’S GOING ON

10

u“Banished” Part of the Black History
Month film series, 7 p.m., Zacharias Hall
u An Adult Evening of Shel Silverstein,
8 p.m., Gordon Wilson lab theatre
u BCM 180 Worship Service, 8:30
p.m., GH 235
u Black History Table, 10 a.m., DUC
lobby
u CERES Meeting, 8:30 p.m., EST 265
u Collegiate 4H, 6 p.m., DUC 308
u Collegiate FFA, 8 p.m., EST 260
u Disciples of Christ, 7 p.m., DUC 341
u Film Course, 2:45 p.m., MMTH 166
u Housing & Resident Life
Recruitment, 11 a.m., DUC lobby

2

DAY

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com

38
28
3

Percent of American
doctors are Indians.
Hours are spent watching
television each week by the
average American child.
Percent of the population will give their pet a
Valentine’s day gift.

TOMORROW

11

u Faculty recital with Beth Pope, voice;
and John Cipolla, clarinet, 11:30 a.m.,
fine arts center recital hall
u Hilltopper Astronomy Club, 5:30
p.m., TCCW room 251
u Amazing Tones of Joy Bible Study, 7
p.m., DUC 226
u Balfour Ring Sales, 10 a.m., DUC
lobby
u Black Men of Western, 6 p.m., DUC
310
u Environmental Health & Safety
meeting, 8 a.m., DUC 341
u Episcopal College Fellowship
Meeting, 9 p.m., DUC 308
u Kayak Roll Clinic, 6 p.m., Preston
Center pool

t

TODAY

THURSDAY

12

u Eat This, Not That! fireside chat, 7
p.m., WKU Health Services
u Anime Club, 7 p.m., MMTH 236
u Balfour Ring Sales, 10 a.m., DUC
lobby
u Best Practices in Hiring, 10 a.m.,
DUC 226
u Come As You Are, 7 p.m., DUC 224,
DUC 230
u Episcopal College Fellowship
Meeting, 9 p.m., DUC 308
u Lincoln’s Birthday Celebration, 7
a.m., Faculty House
u Miss Black Western Gala, 8 p.m.,
DUC 340

FRIDAY

13

u Alpha Phi Alpha Mini Step Show, 7
p.m., DUC 230, DUC 224, DUC 226
u CERES Women’s Fraternity, 8 a.m.,
EST lobby
u Critical Thinking Seminar, noon, DUC
340
u Delta Sigma Pi Recruitment, 6:30 p.m.,
DUC 308
u Gamer’s Guild - Terrarium Tabletop
Game, 5:30 p.m., DUC 310A
u REDZ 2009, 7 p.m., DUC lanes
u Technology Advisory Committee
Meeting, 1 p.m., MMTH 242

Crime reports

Arrest
uLaxmi Gurung, Warren
Way, was arrested on Feb. 5
for reckless driving and driving under the influence. She
was released the same day on a
$700.70 unsecured bond.

Reports
uMichael Medley, BarnesCampbell Hall, reported on Feb.
9 that the rear driver’s side window on his green GMC Yukon
was broken in Parking Structure
1. The value of the damage was
$300.
uGabriel Harris, Northeast
Hall, reported on Feb. 9 that the
rear driver’s side window on his
white Chevy Lumina was broken and his Cobra XRS–9785
radar detector was stolen from
his dashboard on in Parking
Structure 1. The value of the
theft and damage was $250.
uTrenton Ehrlich, PearceFord Tower, reported on Feb. 6
that his PlayStation 3 was stolen
from his room. The value of the
theft was $299.
uWilliam Hudgins, PFT,
reported on Feb. 5 that his HP
Pavilion laptop was stolen from
his room. The value of the theft
was $549.
uDonald Hays, Minton Hall,
reported on Feb. 5 that his white
Macintosh laptop was stolen
from his room. The total value
of the theft was $1,400.
uJoel Fickel, Minton, reported on Feb. 5 that his white
Macintosh laptop, his wallet
and the contents of his wallet were stolen from his room.
The total value of the theft was
$1,880.

t

Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts/statistics

Corrections

Due to a Herald error, the headline in a front page story about the downtown parking
structure was misleading in the Jan. 29 issue.
While there will be fewer parking spaces in the structure, Western will have the same
number of spaces.
Due to a source error, information in a page six story about Transgender Remembrance
Day was incorrect in the Nov. 25, 2008 issue. The Counseling and Testing Center doesn’t offer
certification in counseling those struggling with their sexuality.
The Herald regrets the errors.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are brought to reporters’ or
editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at editor@
chherald.com.
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Hughes, Reynolds compete
for open state senate seat

Here’s what the candidates
have to say:

On why they’re running:

Hughes
He said he wants to get on the
Education, Transportation, and
Appropriations and Revenue
committees.
He would have a voice in the
decisions made by the majority
party in the Senate, Hughes
said.
Reynolds
He said he wants to give a
voice to the citizens of Warren
and Butler counties.
He has served in positions on
committees including the WKU
Foundation and the Hilltopper
Athletic Foundation.

▼

Bowling Green Christian Church
1912 Smallhouse Road

▼

McNeil Elementary School
1800 Creason St.

▼

Bowling Green Junior High School
900 Campbell Lane

▼

Voting locations near campus

Warren Central High School
559 Morgantown Road

▼

Elections didn’t end in 2008
for Warren and Butler county
voters. They have another
decision to make today.
The Senate District 32 seat
is open after Brett Guthrie,
R-Bowling
Green,
won
a spot in the U.S. House of
Representatives in November.
The district includes Warren
and Butler counties.
J. Marshall Hughes, the
Republican nominee, and Mike
Reynolds, the Democratic
nominee, will face off for the
open senate seat.
Both are attorneys and
Western graduates, according
to their campaign Web sites.
Warren County voters can
cast their ballots between 6
a.m. and 6 p.m. today, Warren
County Clerk Dot Owens said.
Results should be announced
between 6:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
she said.

Henry F. Moss Middle School
2565 Russellville Road

J. Marshall Hughes
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SGA to decide on special election
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
The Student Government
Association Judicial Council
will present its final decision
on whether to have a special
election for student regent
tonight.
Western has been without a
student regent for a little more
than two weeks.
Johnathon Boles, former
SGA president and student
regent, resigned on Jan. 31
because of health issues.
President Kayla Shelton
was sworn in as president the
same day.
She isn’t serving as regent.
Kevin
Smiley,
SGA
legislative research committee
head, wrote a letter to the
judicial council asking for an
immediate ruling that a special
election take place.

He presented the letter
to SGA at a judicial council
meeting on Feb. 5. No decision
was made.
Smiley said in the letter
that the election is necessary
according to state law.
The SGA constitution
states, “In the event that the
President is unable to fulfill
the term of office due to
illness, withdrawal, or failure
to maintain the requirements of
office, the position of Student
Regent shall be fulfilled by a
constitutionally qualified person
elected by the student body in a
special election.”
Ary senior Jacob Turner,
and a student senator, is writing
a resolution about the issue.
Turner said in an e-mail that
he wrote the resolution because
there seems to be indecision in
SGA as to whether to have a
student regent election.

Turner said he worries the
student body will be without
a voice if a special meeting is
called by the Board of Regents.
Charley Pride, director
of student activities and
organizations, said the judicial
council members will present
their decision at SGA’s meeting
tonight.
If senate members oppose
the council’s decision then
they will have a discussion to
decide what further action to
take, Pride said.
He said the constitution
doesn’t state which branch of
government has the final ruling
on special elections.
“That’s a bit of a gray area,”
Pride said.
He said if SGA decides there
should be a special election then
it could take place between 10
days and two weeks from when
the decision is made.

Mike Reynolds

On their qualifications:

Hughes
He said his years of
being a businessman and his
involvement in the community
give him insight into what’s
happening locally.
Reynolds
He said his educational
background prepares him for
the job.
He’s done community and
civil service, Reynolds said. Now
he wants to try public service.

On higher ed. funding:

Hughes
He said universities should
be protected because they create
the state’s workforce.
He wants to get on the
Education Committee and see
universities get enough money
to maintain and run themselves,
Hughes said.
Reynolds
He said getting more money

and students drives universities.
Reynolds said he supports
universities getting more
money. But it’s up to university
administrators where they spend
that money.

On increasing the
tobacco tax:

Gov.
Steve
Beshear
supports increasing the tobacco
tax by 70 cents, which could
soften the blow to higher
education budgets in the wake
of a projected state budget
shortfall.
Hughes
He said he doesn’t support
increasing any taxes.
He’ll assess what the shortfall
is once he takes office if elected,
Hughes said.
Reynolds
He supports raising the tax
by at least 25 cents, he said. But
he doesn’t support the 70-cent
increase that Beshear backs.

Count the Kisses
What’s your
Best Guess?
The six closest counts will WIN PRIZES from
Regina Webb Salon & Day Spa, Longhorn
Steakhouse, RedZone and University Bookstore.

Hurry! Drawing will be held
Wednesday, Feb.11th at Noon.
3rd Floor, DUC Location
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PEOPLE

POLL

Q: What are your plans
for Valentine’s Day?
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EDITORIAL
Ty Tipton
Bowling
Green
sophomore

“I have to work the rodeo.”

Emily
Chandler
Henderson
freshman

“I’m going to Nashville for a
picnic in the park.”

Whitney
Babcock
Bowling
Green
junior

“Does it honestly look
like I’m going to celebrate
Valentine’s Day?”

Samantha
White
Henderson
freshman

“I’m going to Henderson to
have dinner with my boyfriend.”
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Dragging its feet
SGA needs to set a date for the student regent election
The issue: The resignation of Student
Government Association president
Johnathon Boles has left students without
representation on the Board of Regents,
and the SGA remains undecided on holding a special election to elect a new student
regent.
Our view: The SGA needs to cease the
unnecessary delay and hold the election as
soon as possible to return a student voice
to the board.
Procrastination is a common practice
among college students.
In some instances, such as studying for
an exam, it’s almost expected for students
to wait until the last minute to prepare.
In those situations, it’s only the individuals who suffer as a result of their own
negligence.
The same cannot be said when the SGA
takes an inordinate amount of time to make
a decision that impacts every student on
campus.
The SGA is supposed to represent the

views of students and act as their voice in
relevant university decisions.
Fulfilling the latter half of those duties
will be difficult until the SGA stops dragging its feet and holds the special election.
However, a sense of obligation to the
student body isn’t the only motivation for
the SGA to hasten its decision.
Kentucky state law dictates that a special election must be held following the
resignation of the current student regent.
The timetable for such an election is
left in the hands of the SGA’s judicial
council.
If history is any indication, delaying
such an important process could have serious repercussions on students.
The last time students were without representation on the board was following the
resignation of former SGA President Rob
Watkins in November 2006.
During that absence, the board approved
a 7 percent tuition increase at its meeting
in January 2007.

Regardless of when the next Regent
meeting is scheduled, the Herald believes
that students cannot afford to be without
representation for longer than is absolutely
necessary.
If an emergency meeting took place
tomorrow, the SGA would be solely
responsible for the lack of a student voice
on the board.
Given the state’s current economic crisis, this scenario isn’t too far-fetched.
The SGA has no excuse for postponing
a special election any longer, especially
after the issue was addressed at a Judicial
Council meeting last Thursday.
This is a decision that requires little
more than common sense, and in order for
the SGA to prove it still has student interests at heart, it’s time it stopped thinking
and started acting.
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Western should consider 100
percent smoke-free air policy
Last year, the 14 stateowned
universities
of
Pennsylvania enacted a campus-wide smoking ban. Iowa
has also banned smoking at
public and private colleges
and universities. Currently,
the only college or university
in Kentucky with a 100 percent smoke-free air policy is
located in Campbellsville.
Western should take the
initiative and become the first
public university in the state
to become 100 percent smoke-

free. Nonsmokers should be
protected from exposure to
secondhand smoke, and it is
time for our leading American
university to move from
smoke-free residential housing to a smoke-free campus.
According to the American
Nonsmokers’
Rights
Foundation, there are at least
260 U.S. colleges and universities with smoke-free campuses with no exemptions. All
of Western’s residence halls
are smoke-free and smokers
must stand at least 30 feet
away or go to the designated
areas.
However, weather can be

a factor regarding this issue.
When it rains or snows, smokers commonly ignore the designated smoking areas and
partake near the doors of campus buildings. Students and
others tend to dread rainy
days on the Hill, and smoking
does not help matters.
According to our smoking policy, the purpose is to
address health issues and concerns of all students, employees and visitors on campus.
To fully address the health
issues and concerns, smoking
must be prohibited. Smokers
are required to utilize smoking waste receptacles, but

cigarette butts are seen more
frequently than Big Red. I
have picked up a number
of them during the Student
Government Association’s
Campus Clean-up events.
In March, the printing
allocation program goes into
effect in order to address an
“environmental sustainability
issue.” If Western officials
truly cared about the environment and campus visitors,
they would also enact a 100
percent smoke-free campus
policy.
Kendrick Bryan
Elizabethtown senior

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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Vigil

The granddaughter of
James Brown, Chasity Rogers,
a Bowling Green senior,
wrapped up the evening by
asking the crowd if King’s
dream has been fulfilled. Her
answer: No.
“But we are making progress, Barack is an example of
this progress,” Rogers said.
She concluded that King’s
dream was much bigger than
a black president.
The vigil and march was
not only a refreshing history
lesson for many students. It
was a way for them to reconnect to the people who paved
their way.
When it was blistering
cold or sweltering hot, 60
years ago, thousands of people still marched. Despite the
threat of canine attacks, tear
gas or even death, they still
marched.
And on this campus, that
small group of students
showed that same spirit.

Lexington junior Mara
Ferris was one of them. A
white headband held her wavy
red tendrils back as her petite
Continued from front page
frame glided across the floor.
“Dancing has been my pasThe sun infiltrated the
sion since I was itty-bitty,”
ballroom, some participants
Ferris said.
squinting to focus on Williams’
Ferris had never taken an
demonstrations. Her long, jetAfrican dance class. Now, she
black braids swung under a
looks forward to taking more.
dark purple bandana.
“It’s amazShe moved
ing! Not just
gracefully,
the technique,
leaping toward
but the meanthe students,
ing makes it
then away to
more — oh, I
let them show
can’t even put
their skills.
into words.”
“I was very
Dance proimpressed,” she
fessor Clifton
said. “They’re
Brown invited
talented, and
Williams, his
they have the
close friend,
discipline.”
— Barbea Williams as a part of his
The
class
Dance Instructor curriculum and
was open to the
to celebrate
public. Many
Black History
participants struggled to keep Month.
up, but their energy remained
“It’s wonderful to see our
high. Others, dressed in leo- heritage.” Brown said. “We
tards and sheer black tights, rarely get that here. And what
easily followed Williams, better time to do it?”
proving dance as their specialA Chicago native, Williams
ity.
started a performing company

in Tucson, Ariz., 37 years ago.
With the state’s arts commission, Williams travels to teach
workshops.
“When I travel, I learn so
much,” she said. “I’m a student as well as a professor at
all times.”
A stereo in the front of
the room blasted a combination of African drums, kalimbas and marimbas. Williams’
ivory shell belt and orange
skirt quilted with colorful fish
swayed as she shouted cues
over the music.
The dancers picked up
speed, jerking their hips and
rotating their arms as they
jumped forward.
After the class, Williams
approached the participants
with hugs and thanked them
for coming.
Most of them were white
students who had never been
exposed to African dance.
Williams enjoyed being their
first teacher.
“African dance is a nonverbal way of letting people know
it will be OK,” she said of its
therapeutic value. “People are
like magnets to it because it’s
a language we can all speak.”

from front page

“I have a dream!” boomed
over the silence, and the walk
proceeded as King’s last
speech was recited.
A male student from
the Academy of Math and
Science building sat in his
dark second-floor room with
the window open uttering a
form of song. Many people
on the walk pointed upward in
confusion of its validity.
Brandon laughed, unsure if
that was meant to happen.
A group of black students
held signs representing workers of the sanitation strike in
1968 behind Brandon.
At every scene she paused
to observe and take photos.
The still scenes were portrayed by student volunteers
who recreated what was once
an unjust and painful reality.

Dance

“African dance is
a nonverbal way of
letting people know
it will be OK. People
are like magnets to
it because it’s a language we all speak.”

NAACP

Continued
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Some of the other scenes
included the 1968 Olympics,
Greensboro sit-ins, Black
Panthers, hurricane Katrina
and the Jena Six.
At Diddle Arena, people
were welcomed by the beginning of Obama’s inauguration
speech.
“I am the son of a black
man from Kenya and a white
mother from Kansas,” he
said.
Brandon stood alone to read
the program and viewed the
speeches from afar, reflecting
on the evocative still scenes.
“I wish more of the student
body would have partaken in
this,” she said.
A student in the background jokingly put on his
KKK costume from the still
scenes and his friends took
photos.
“I got pushed and shoved,”
Louisville freshman Terryll
Harris recalled about the still
scene he depicted.

Continued
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from front page

All three were white;
Moskowitz was Jewish and
Walling came from a slaveholding family. They brought
diversity to the struggling
group. After gaining the support
of new members the Niagara
Movement set a meeting date:
Feb. 12, 1909 — what would
have been President Lincoln’s
100th birthday.
They didn’t meet until three
months later, but the date is
still hailed as the birthday of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.
The NAACP has fought
against every plight black
Americans faced, especially
lynching in the South and segregation. It was persecuted,
bombed and has faced controversy but its mission has

survived.
sents diversity in this commuThursday the NAACP, now nity, Hayes said.
led by Benjamin Jealous, will
“We have individuals who
celebrate its 100th birthday. were actually there for civil
The Bowling Green-Warren rights, and we have individuals
County branch is collaborat- who were born in the past 10
ing with the
years.”
Western chapAdmission
ter to bring the
is $7, but if
participants
celebration to
the Hill.
bring at least
The celebratwo non-pertion will be at
ishable items
7p.m. Thursday
for
Helping
in the Garrett
Others Through
Ballroom feaExtended Love
turing vocalists,
in the Name of
— Joshua Hayes Christ (HOTEL
Kaleidoscope
youth, poets,
President of the BG-WC INC), the cost
branch of the NAACP is $5.
and speakers,
John Johnson,
“I encourage
the first president of the branch, the whole Western community
and Mayor Elaine Walker.
to attend — the 100th anniverAccording to Joshua Hayes, sary of the NAACP is a sympresident of the BG-WC bolic event,” said Richard C.
branch, the proceeds benefit Miller, associate vice president
NAACP scholarship winners.
of Academic Affairs and Chief
The BG-WC chapter repre- Diversity Officer.

Don’t
Miss
Nat’s
Famous
Fall & Winter

CLEARANCE

SALE

50
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ALL MEN’S AND
WOMEN’S
FALL & WINTER
SPORTSWEAR

40 off all Mens &
Womens Outerwear
%

*30% off North Face, Patagonia and
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®

%

OFF

“We have individuals
who were actually
there for civil rights,
and we have individuals who were born in
the past 10 years.”
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Mountain Hardwear Outerwear

BC8A?4G8ba9e\WTl
FTgheWTlHag\_$4!@!

:Xg&be@beX@XW\h`
$ Gbcc\aZC\mmT@\TC\mmTf
YbeBa_l(8TV[
.

Must Purchase
Expires 6-30-08
12/30/09
Must
Purchase 33 Pizzas
Pizzas  Offer
Offer Expires

( AXiXeGTfgXWFb:bbW
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.
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In Hartland on Scottsville Road • 1121 Wilkinson Trace , Bowling Green, KY

(270) 842-6211

www.natsoutdoor.com
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

Student achieves success
despite hard time growing up

Patrick Morgan didn’t have it
easy growing up. But in his eyes,
he didn’t have it hard either.
“You’ll never see me frown
— that’s just my nature,” the
Nashville sophomore said.
His 6-foot-3-inch frame
could be intimidating. His baggy
clothes, too. But underneath is a
generous man who had to grow
up before many of his peers did.
In 1995, Morgan’s father was
laid-off and struggled between
jobs until 2006.
“I had to reevaluate what
was important to me,” Morgan
said. “I learned the value of a
dollar because I had to manage
it myself.”
At 16, Morgan worked as
an intern through the mayor’s
office and at a neighborhood
grocery store.
When his father had
complications with his only
kidney in 2004, dialysis kept
him from working.
For Morgan and his younger
sister Jasmine, that meant
spending less time with their
parents.
“It was difficult because my
family is super tight,” he said.
During his 2007 Winter
Break, Morgan met with
his father’s boss at a paint
contracting company and
arranged to work in his place.
“It was nothing for me to work
a 12-hour shift some nights,” he
said. “I had to help. I didn’t want
that burden on my mom.”
For six weeks, he woke up at
4 a.m., often traveling to distant
parts of Tennessee and Kentucky
for commercial paint jobs.
“My father told me he

appreciated it, but that’s not
how he wanted me to grow up.
I didn’t either ‘cause that s--ain’t pretty!”
Morgan was overworked and
his father’s health continued to
decline while medical bills piled
up. But one night, a surgeon at
Vanderbilt gave the Morgans
a better Christmas gift than
they anticipated: a match for a
transplant.
Morgan smiled, revealing
a child-like excitement as he
remembered that day.
Morgan’s resilience contrasts
his circumstances. Coming from
the less-than-perfect Kingsland
area of Nashville, Morgan said
he saw more drugs and death
than he should have as a teen.
But while his buddies
surrounded themselves with
illegal activities, Morgan hit the
books, earning the valedictorian
spot and a scholarship to
Western.
“It wasn’t a problem for me
to hang out with them, but I’m
blessed — I didn’t subject myself
to those things,” he said.
A strong faith and a solid
family unit kept Morgan out of
trouble. And his life at Western
has too.
His circle of friends and
participation in the Black Men
at Western motivate him.
“Those guys have helped
me grow and become the role
model I want to be.”
Morgan is chivalrous.
He speaks with conviction,
yet sensitivity. And to him,
everything happens for a reason.
Around his friends, he’s a
laid-back comedian. Around his
superiors, he’s the same. Whether
in a T-shirt and basketball shorts,
or suspenders and a tie, which

2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series
Tuesday
February 17
7:30 p.m.
Capitol Arts
Theatre (Downtown)

Richard Norton Smith:
Our Lincoln
Richard Norton Smith,
nationally recognized
authority on the American
presidency, discusses
Abraham Lincoln, the
president against whom
all others are measured.

he wears every Wednesday,
Morgan doesn’t change.
“If people see me dressed
up or not, they judge, but I’m
always the same Patrick.”
Morgan said he refuses to
accept the assumption that black
men on campus won’t graduate.
The retention rates are low, but
with a major in architecture,
he’s focused on changing that.
“I didn’t make it this far for
nothing,” he said. “I’ve been
through so much, but there are
people who have it a lot worse.
So I’m thankful.”

!

RYAN STONE/Herald

Nashville sophomore Patrick Morgan is at Western on a minority scholarship studying architecture.
Morgan said he grew up in a rough neighborhood and graduated valedictorian.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but
i don't think either of us knows what it
means. so let's stick with tasty!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

$4.25

8" SUB SANDWICHES

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

$3.25
PLAIN SLIMS ®
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

1
2
3
4
5
6

Ham & cheese
Roast Beef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola, cheese
Double provolone

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
®

#5 VITO®

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not
for vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

J.J.B.L.T.®

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

!"sides !
! Soda Pop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.39/$1.59
! Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie . . . $1.50
! Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle . . . . $0.99
! Extra load of meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.25
! Extra cheese or extra avocado spread . . . . . . . . . . $0.75
! Hot Peppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free

freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

JJ UNWICH

JIMMY TO GO ®
CATERING
BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery
charge of 75¢ per item (+/–10¢).

! ! JIMMYJOHNS.COM ! !

$7.25

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB®

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™

Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
BOWLING GREEN

Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204.

$5.25

#4 TURKEY TOM®

TW YM
NL J
// NSF
¹8 Q

ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.

270.393.8884

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ®
© 1 9 8 5 , 2 0 0 2 , 2 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 8 J I M M Y J O H N ’ S F R A N C H I S E , L L C A L L R I G H T S R E S E RV E D . We R e s e r ve T h e R i g h t To M a k e A n y M e n u Ch a n g e s .
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COLUMN

OMV is the MVP: Senior gives Tops a boost
Backpage
Banter

Andrew Robinson

It didn’t even take five seconds
for senior guard Orlando MendezValdez to start hustling in Western’s
67-59 win against South Alabama on
Saturday.
Literally, right from the tip, the
senior from San Antonio was at it.
And he paid a bit of a price. He dove
into a chair at the end of the Jaguars’
bench, leaving a decent size gash near
his right eye.
The student section didn’t quite
realize what had happened till he rolled
over and it got its first glimpse of the
cut.
Then there was a gasp, either
because Western’s stud was down for
a bit or because there was the sight of

blood.
“Unfortunately, I ran into a chair,”
Mendez-Valdez said. “But (the game)
was going to be on national TV (on
ESPN2), and of course, everyone wants
to perform in the big spotlight.”
And perform he did.
A few short minutes later, MendezValdez returned and provided a muchneeded spark for Western to hit a
three-pointer.
Coach Ken McDonald often speaks
about OMV — he’s said before that he
isn’t the fastest on the team, nor does
he jump the highest.
But when it comes to heart size,
OMV’s is one of the largest.
Mendez-Valdez didn’t practice on
Friday prior to Western’s game and
even got knocked down early in the
game, but he stood right back up.
“He hasn’t had a good couple days,”
McDonald said. “He’s really worn

down. (Friday,) he didn’t practice, and
The list could go on and on.
you could see in his eyes, he’s just
There was the charge he took when
worn out.”
South Alabama’s Domonic Tilford
Saturday though, he put the weight drove baseline in the final minutes.
of the team on his
The
next
shoulders.
possession,
He carried them with
sophomore guard
a fair amount of ease, on
Steffphon Pettigrew
legs that had been tested
hit the go-ahead
last week playing four
three pointer.
games in eight days.
Yeah, OMV is
Twice OMV hit
definitely the MVP
three-pointers in the
of this team.
second half, ending on
His play is
his rear-end after he
incredibly valuable
shot them.
to the team —
What about when
the
toughness
— Orlando Mendez-Valdez he demonstrates
Western was down
Senior guard and grittiness he
53-51? He drove through
the lane, realized there
plays with is often
wasn’t anything there
unmatched
by
and yet gave it his best effort with his opponents.
left hand. It was good.
“He’s got that toughness you want

“Unfortunately I ran into
a chair, but (the game)
was going to be on
national TV (on ESPN2),
and of course, everyone
wants to perform in the
big spotlight.”

every guy to have,” McDonald said.
“And at times tonight, there’s no
question he got the huddle going that
we needed a stop and a rebound. He
challenged those forwards a couple
times coming out of the huddle to get
them going, and you love to see that.”
Mendez-Valdez is one of the more
soft-spoken players on the team, so
Saturday it was tough to get him to
gloat about his performance or the
toughness he plays with.
His shooting had been slumping of
late, but he figured the quickest way
to improve was to keep shooting as he
scored 24 points.
Western should be glad that was the
attitude.
“He’s not gonna play perfect,”
McDonald said. “He’ll make some
mistakes but he has such great
toughness, it’s really impressive to be
around.”

TRACK & FIELD

Western hits provisional marks

JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com
Led by senior sprinter Valerie
Brown, Western’s women’s
track team posted three NCAA
Provisional marks last Saturday
at the Rod McCravy Invitational
in Lexington.
In anticipation of the NCAA
Indoor Championships (March
13-14), Brown set a new Western
and Sun Belt Conference record
time of 53.58 seconds in the
400-meter dash, the thirdfastest NCAA time clocked this
season.
Relay-mainstay
Brown
anchored the women’s 4x400
relay team of juniors Miaie
Williams, Samantha Smith and
senior Alecia Brown. Their
time of 3:37.97 was the nation’s

second-best and crunched
Western and SBC record
books.
“Sprinting is at a premium,”
coach Erik Jenkins said. “They
had a good weekend, and they
have the ability to run at the
national level.”
The Lady Toppers’ third
NCAA provisional time was set
by junior Janet Jesang in the
3,000 meters. Jesang turned in
a winning time of 9:26.68, good
enough for 12th nationally and
second all-time in the Western
record books.
“(Provisional times are) a
sign of how good our program is,
from strength and conditioning
to talent level,” Jenkins said.
“(Jesang) can improve, but
at this point, they’re only

provisional times.”
Freshman Sharika Smith set
a new Western standard in the
60-meter hurdles, clocking in
at 8.77. In addition to hurdles,
Smith proved her abilities in
the triple jump, moving to third
all-time with a jump of 40-feet
even.
Her
60-meter
dash
preliminary time of 7.65
vaulted Smith to fourth all-time
at Western in the event behind
Williams, who set her careerbest time of 7.55 in Lexington
and left her second all-time in
the 60-meters.
On the men’s side, junior
Brian Soverns set a school
record 35-pound weight throw
of 59-5.50 and senior Mandhla
Mgijima set a season-high of

23-8.75 in the long jump.
“Considering the start I’ve
had, I think I’m going to try for
the qualification (to nationals),”
Mgijima said.
Jenkins stated that the men’s
relay team was searching for
the right depth, and with the
addition of senior Steve Wilson,
it’s on the right track.
Running with juniors Gavin
Smellie, Terrill McCombs and
Ennis Jones, the 4x400 turned
in an event-winning time of
3:12.90 — third-fastest in
school history.
“It’s not that I really brought
anything different,” Wilson
said. “The track was a bit faster,
and the meet was a little more
exciting. We came in thinking
we could do big things.”

270.745.2653 www. wkuherald.com
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Overtime
Continued

from sports page

McNear admits that she is
blessed to have been able to hit
key shots four times this season,
she said.
McNear has already proven
to Cowles that she can handle
not only the ball, but the
pressure that comes with those
situations, Cowles said.
After McNear’s gameending heroics Cowles told
McNear that she was proud
of the sophomore for keeping
her head in the game and
for having four fouls going
into the overtime, not getting
frustrated.

Page 9

SOFTBALL

Players adjust to outdoors

from sports page

South Alabama is second
behind the Toppers in the
conference in three-point
percentage, shooting 37.7
percent on the season.
Mendez-Valdez’s offensive
efforts made up for some off
nights for some of Western’s
other top scorers. Junior guard
A.J. Slaughter scored 13 points,
going 3-for-12 from the field.
Sophomore forward Sergio
Kerusch finished the contest
2-for-6, scoring only four points.
However, free throw shooting
remained the team’s late-game
savior. Slaughter went 7-for-8
from the line, and junior guard
Anthony Sally got all four of
his points at the free throw
line in the final three minutes,
finishing 4-for-4. The Toppers
finished 16-for-20 (80 percent)
from the line, collectively.
Free throws were necessary
to seal victories versus North
Texas and at Arkansas State in
the last eight days. The Toppers
rank eighth in the Sun Belt
in that category, shooting 68.8
percent on the season.
Close games are something
McDonald said his team will
benefit from down the road in
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Defense
Continued
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RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com

Ariana McLaughlin/Herald

Western’s student section cheers as the men’s basketball team is
announced before to Saturday’s game against the South Alabama.
The Toppers had a close game, which was tied with 1:35 left on
the board, but went on to win another home game, with a final
score of 67-59.
the season.
“I swear to you I’d rather
be in games like this than a
20-point blowout,” he said.
“Because at the end of the day
... you’re going to be in a close
game, whether it’s (Arkansas)
Little Rock, whether it’s Troy,
we’re going to be in some close
games. Any stretch like this, on
the road or at home, it’s going
to help our team mature.”
Western’s 64-55 victory at
Louisiana-Monroe was a victory
that didn’t need the help of lategame free throws to maintain.

Slaughter paced the Toppers
with 20 points. Mendez-Valdez
finished with 19 points, going
3-for-4 from three-point range.
Western held the Warhawks
(8-15, 4-8 Sun Belt West) to
33.3 percent shooting for the
game.
The Toppers will get a week
off until traveling to Troy for a
7:30 p.m. game Saturday against
the Trojans. The game pits the
top two teams in the Sun Belt
East division standings against
one another, with Western
holding a one game edge.

Western’s softball team
has always had to make
adjustments.
A new coaching staff,
unpredictable weather and an
adaptive practice schedule are
some of the changes that it has
had to adjust to.
On Saturday, the Lady
Toppers made the adjustment
from predominantly indoor
practices to real games in the
outdoors.
The Lady Toppers left
Hattiesburg, Miss., on Sunday
going 3-1 over the weekend
with two of those wins coming
in extra innings.
In all, Western picked
up two wins against Central
Arkansas and another win
against Samford. The Lady
Toppers lost to Arkansas.
Head coach Tyra Perry said
that the team and coaching staff
picked up on a few things.
“We learned we have a lot
of work to do,” Perry said.

“She told me I had heart,”
One of her previous two
McNear said about what three-pointers was a 35-foot
Cowles said to her
buzzer-beater that
after the game. “At
gave Western a
the end of the game
two-point
win
you can always
against
Florida
find me with the
Atlantic on Jan. 11.
ball with the last
McNear couldn’t
seconds. So she
have given one
said that showed
of her teammates
her what kind of
a better birthday
person I am. Like
present.
self confident, very
“Amy has given
confident in myself
me what I call
that I can get it
an unforgettable
done and help the
birthday present,”
team.”
sophomore forward
— Amy McNear Arnika Brown said.
McNear made her
Sophomore guard Brown celebrated
third three-pointer
of the season in the
her birthday on
final seconds of the second half Sunday.
in Sunday’s game to tie the
“I’ll be telling my kids about
score 59-59.
this,” Brown said.

“We made a few errors in base able to practice out on the field.
running and out in the field
Over the week the Lady
that we’re definitely going to Toppers hope to do what
have to work to clean up. But they do best, which is make
we also learned that we have a adjustments. Perry said
lot of heart and desire that we adjustments need to be made on
know how to fight and finish little things like base running
a game.”
and giving up less errors on
Although the weekend the field.
performance was no surprise
“It’s all easy fixes,” Junior
to the coaching
outfielder Jamie
staff, the team
Hennis
said.
was pleased with
“With our team
the weekend.
it
shouldn’t
“I was very
be a problem
impressed with
because
once
our team as far
we can figure
as the energy
out the problem
and enthusiasm
it’s usually not
towards
every
hard to make the
game we went
correction. We
out,” Junior utility
adjust well.”
player
Kelsey
The
Lady
McCauley said.
Toppers
will
“We were very
return to action
aggressive and
— Jamie Hennis this weekend
very confident.”
Junior outfielder when they travel
McCauley
to Auburn, Ala.
also pointed out
to take part in
that the team did very well the Auburn University Tiger
considering that it hadn’t been Invitational Tournament.

“With our team
it shouldn’t be a
problem because
once we can figure
out the problem
it’s usually not
hard to make the
correction. We
adjust well.”

The Men of Sigma Nu welcomes our
new spring 2009 candidate class:

“At the end of
the game you
can always find
me with the ball
with the last
seconds. So she
said that showed
her what kind of
person I am.”

Ryan Abney • Ryan Johnston
Jordan Best • Rob Jones
Jess Carter • Justin Powell
Matt Eddy • Pat Stevens
Trent Ehrlich • Nick Stewart

Find out how to become a Sigma Nu at:

www.WKUsigmanu.com
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“The pathway to honor begins with one step;
take a step in the right direction.”
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Spring Break Panama City Beach, FL

TIKI BAR
BEACH RESORT

800-488-8828

Dancing Day & Night • DJs
Free Spring Break Model Search
Calendar (1st 1,000 reservations)

www.SandpiperBeacon.com

CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

AQUATICS/TENNIS POSITIONS

Applications are currently being accepted for the following Parks and Recreation Aquatic
positions for the Sims Aquatic Center. Hours, salaries and job requirements will vary, depending
upon position.

Pool Attendants I & II
Pool Lifeguards
Swim Instructors
Concessions/ Admission Manager

Recreation Staff Assistant I
Pool Manager &
Assistant Pool Manager
Laborer

Tennis Seasonal Positions

Instructs beginning and advanced tennis lessons
Coordinates and runs Tennis Activities
25-30 hours per week; weekend work optional; $6.55 - $7.93/hr.
Applications for employment can be obtained at the Human Resources Department in City Hall,
1001 College Street or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace

Pricing: $6 for first 15 words, 30¢ each additional word.
Deadlines: Tuesday’s Paper: 4pm Friday, Thursday’s Paper: 4pm Tuesday.
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DOUBLE-TEAMED

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Senior guard Orlando Mendez-Valdez drives up against the South Alabama defense during the second half of Saturday afternoon’s home game in Diddle Arena. Mendez-Valdez made four rebounds and
scored 24 points during 35 minutes of play.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Defense, Mendez-Valdez
threes help Western hold on

McNear helps Lady Tops
grab overtime win

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com

RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com

If senior guard Orlando Mendez-Valdez’s performance
versus South Alabama is any indication, he may want to make
his girlfriend his own personal statistician from now on.
After getting word from his girlfriend that he was
currently in a shooting slump, the San Antonio, native made
five of Western’s (17-7, 11-2 Sun Belt Conference East
Division) eight field goals in the second half, with four of
them coming from three-point range. He led all scorers with
24 points in the Toppers 67-59 victory on Saturday.
“I didn’t think about it really,” Mendez-Valdez said. “I
just came out and shot the ball. My girlfriend told me an
interesting stat that I had missed 15 of my last 18 threes.
So I just kept shooting — I figured one of these games I’m
going to catch fire.”
The contest, billed as a “white out” game where fans
were encouraged to wear white, was Western’s fourth
straight win and its fourth game in eight days.
“I think in this stretch — I don’t think we played great at
any point in time,” head coach Ken McDonald said. “I thought
our defense was pretty good. The first rotation of our defense
was really good. And then we wouldn’t seal down — it’s the
help side part of our defense that we need to work on.”
Western’s defense was successful in containing South
Alabama’s perimeter game. The Jaguars finished 2-for-12
for beyond the arc for the game.

If the Lady Toppers find themselves trailing by two or
three points with the clock winding down and the window of
opportunity slowly closing, the ball will undoubtedly touch
the hands of sophomore guard Amy McNear.
For the third time this season McNear pulled something
out of her bag of tricks, not once but twice, to keep the
Lady Toppers alive in a 69-67 overtime win against South
Alabama.
“That’s what she does,” South Alabama coach Rick
Pietri said about McNear’s ability to hit the big time shot.
“That’s big time. Our kids were told after the second free
throw, ‘Don’t let (McNear) catch the ball in bounds.’ She
willed it.”
South Alabama freshman guard Tashley Gaines tied the
score 67-67 when she hit two free throws in Sunday’s game
with seven seconds left in overtime.
Lady Topper coach Mary Taylor Cowles and McNear
said they already knew what was going to take place when
Western got the ball back.
“There at the end, on the free throw line, I told her,
‘We’re not taking a timeout,’” Cowles said. “She and I were
talking as the young lady was shooting.” And I had timeouts
left, and I looked at her and said, ‘Worst case scenario ... it’s
gonna be tied, so get it. Bring it the full length of the court.
All you need is a layup.’ And she just understands in those
kinds of situations.”

See Defense,

page

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/Herald

Sophomore guard Amy McNear celebrates after making a 3-point
shot at the buzzer that tied Western with South Alabama 59-59 to send
Western into overtime. Western would win the game 69-67.
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See Overtime,

Western’s men’s tennis team beat
Cumberland 5-2 on Sunday. Western won four
singles matches, and three doubles matches.
Senior Andy True and junior Thomas Krug
won in the No. 1 doubles match 8-4.
The Toppers lost to Morehead State on
Saturday.
Western will play Campbellsville at 1 p.m.
on Saturday.

BACKPAGE
BANTER
Sports Editor Andrew Robinson
takes a closer look at senior Orlando
Mendez-Valdez. PAGE 8
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SPORTS BRIEFS
MEN’S TENNIS SPLITS
WEEKEND PLAY
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McNear NAMED SUN
BELT PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Women’s basketball player sophomore
guard Amy McNear was honored as the Sun
Belt Conference player of the week. McNear
averaged 16.7 points per game over three
games last week. She also contributed with
a pair of buzzer-beaters. The first sending
Western’s game against South Alabama into
overtime on Sunday, before the second buzzerbeater was the game-winner.
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